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Inspectors General graduate second class;
Second female officer to join IG ranks

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Thirty-one
Afghan officers took their places within
the Ministry of Defense, General Staff
and Medical Command upon graduation
of the 2nd Inspectors General Class
March 2. These graduates join a
previous graduating class of 59.
   The MOD will assess the next class
of students within the coming months.
Those graduates will fill positions at the
four regional commands in Kandahar,
Mazar-e-Sharif, Gardez and Herat; the
Logistics, Medical, Education and
Training Commands; the Kabul Military
Training Center; and the MOD and
General Staff upon their graduation.
    “Your job is not only inspection of
the logistics materials,” said graduation
speaker Chief of the General Staff
Bismullah Khan. “Your scope of work
has been extended in the new structure;
you can now inspect even the
intelligence matters …
   “IGs are like messengers of change—
you have the right to inspect and
investigate,” said Khan.
   Col. Bahahudin from Ghazni Province
said, “We learned all the methods
to perform our duties very well—
hearing of the problems,
inspection of the materials, combat
readiness of the units and much
more.”
   Inspectors General serve as the
“eyes, ears, voice and conscience
of the commander,” said retired U.S.
Army Col. Dr. Dale Litney, MPRI senior
IG mentor for the Office of Military
Cooperation – Afghanistan.
   They additionally assist soldiers and
their families; inspect units looking for
root causes of problems; conduct
inquiries and investigations of alleged
improprieties; and serve as teachers and
trainers.

   “We are trying to create a system that
will work within Afghan culture,” said
Litney. “The roots (of their IG system)
were in the Russian system. The Afghan
officers have been very receptive to the
training and they will make great role
models.
   “Working with the two Afghan
ministers (Maj. Gen. Abdullah, General
Staff Inspector General, and Maj. Gen.
Abul Fazil, MOD Inspector General) has
been a joy,” said Litney.

   According to Litney, after the first
class graduated in September, the MOD
tasked the new IGs with two major
inspections at Kabul’s Central Corps –
the logistics and supply system and
the Afghan National Army pay system.
“They stressed the IG goal ‘We’re here
to help you.’”
   Said French Col. Herve Monticault,
OMC-A IG mentor, “The progress of

the IG sector has been very important.
The inspection teams do very well; it’s
a hard job. They have been well
accepted in the Army and in the Central
Corps.”
   Khan also spoke of the future of the
ANA at the graduation, noting “Our
national army is not completed yet, and
every one of us is trying do something
for the ANA to strengthen it and make
it more self-sufficient … We are all
looking forward to seeing the ANA

capable of defending the country,
strengthening of the national
unity, territorial integrity and
national sovereignty. We are
proud of you.”
   Afghan Maj. Razia was the sole
female graduate of the class (the
previous class also had one). She

works at the assistance section of the
MOD IG Department, where she
receives or hears the problems and
reports them to her senior officers.
   As one of a handful of women in the
army, she noted serving the army “is a
great honor for me and my family.” Of
her IG co-workers, she said “They are
like my brothers and I am happy to work
with them shoulder to shoulder.”

Graduates from the 2nd Inspectors General course await for the ceremony to
start to receive their Inspector General insignia.
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“The Afghan officers have been very
receptive to the training and they will
make great role models.”
                       -- Dr. Dale Litney,
                           MPRI senior IG mentor



   Said Fazil of Razia’s service, “I
stressed finding women for this class
to address particular administrative
problems, and a selection board
selected her. I congratulate her on her
graduation and receipt of the IG
insignia.”
   Following the ceremony and receipt
of their certificates and insignia, the
new IGs took an oath of office. They
affirmed “that I accept the special
obligations and responsibilities of the
position freely, that I will uphold the
standards for Inspectors General
prescribed by regulation and that I will,

Left: Chief of the General Staff Bismullah Khan addresses the graduates of the 2nd Inspectors General course.
Right: Graduates of the 2nd Inspectors General course recite the Inspectors General oath after receiving their
diplomas at the conclusion of the graduation ceremony.

without prejudice or partiality,
discharge the duties of the office …”
   The OMC-A team, led by Litney, spent
eight to nine months putting the first
class together. One of the first
achievements was translating the
approximately 1,000 pages of course
and reference materials into Dari.
   “I couldn’t have done it all without
my two interpreters,” said Litney.
   The new graduates were appreciative
of their teachers and mentors. While
the first class was jointly conducted
by U.S. and Afghan instructors, Afghan
instructors alone taught this latest

class.
   “They were able to share their first-
hand experiences in the field with this
class,” said Litney.
   Said Bahahudin, “I thank the local and
MPRI instructors for holding this
course and teaching us.”
   “We have learned a lot from this
course and we got positive results out
of this term and will be able to put our
knowledge into practice and serve the
ANA,” said graduate Col. Shair Ahmad.
   Said Fazil, “We have an oath to our
people—tell us—and we will do our
best to fix the problem.”


